
Debt level

Cumulative debt
Mean

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 12,857 53.3 10,407 49.3   13,117 42.1 10,040 72.5   32 24.4 1,569 60.2 488 23.4 576 32.6 10,026 42.7 229 35.2
$10,000 or less 2,556 10.6 2,073 9.8   3,143 10.1 1,465 10.6   14 10.7 226 8.7 193 9.3 210 11.9 2,371 10.1 77 11.8
$10,001–$20,000 2,129 8.8 1,773 8.4   3,241 10.4 647 4.7   10 7.6 238 9.1 181 8.7 173 9.8 2,534 10.8 64 9.8
$20,001–$30,000 1,547 6.4 1,311 6.2   2,453 7.9 394 2.8   10 7.6 165 6.3 151 7.3 139 7.9 1,898 8.1 51 7.8
$30,001–$40,000 1,010 4.2 1,010 4.8   1,722 5.5 291 2.1   12 9.2 95 3.6 129 6.2 116 6.6 1,311 5.6 38 5.8
$40,001–$50,000 880 3.7 834 3.9   1,490 4.8 216 1.6   11 8.4 73 2.8 122 5.9 119 6.7 1,119 4.8 32 4.9
$50,001–$60,000 633 2.6 707 3.3   1,181 3.8 157 1.1   14 10.7 58 2.2 116 5.6 74 4.2 868 3.7 35 5.4
$60,001–$70,000 700 2.9 753 3.6   1,258 4.0 190 1.4   7 5.3 56 2.1 137 6.6 100 5.7 915 3.9 27 4.2
$70,001 or more 1,795 7.4 2,262 10.7   3,585 11.5 454 3.3   21 16.0 125 4.8 565 27.1 260 14.7 2,465 10.5 97 14.9
Total 24,107 100.0 21,130 100.0   31,190 100.0 13,854 100.0   131 100.0 2,605 100.0 2,082 100.0 1,767 100.0 23,507 100.0 650 100.0

Graduate debt
Mean $24,962

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 15,656 65.2 12,708 60.5   17,628 56.8 10,610 76.9   53 40.8 1,887 72.8 752 36.3 827 47.0 13,519 57.8 325 50.5
$10,000 or less 2,199 9.2 1,709 8.1   2,654 8.6 1,240 9.0   12 9.2 183 7.1 167 8.1 177 10.1 2,023 8.7 59 9.2
$10,001–$20,000 1,417 5.9 1,214 5.8   2,069 6.7 552 4.0   5 3.8 137 5.3 159 7.7 154 8.8 1,545 6.6 43 6.7
$20,001–$30,000 992 4.1 951 4.5   1,621 5.2 315 2.3   12 9.2 83 3.2 121 5.8 109 6.2 1,228 5.3 38 5.9
$30,001–$40,000 798 3.3 842 4.0   1,360 4.4 275 2.0   8 6.0 76 2.9 126 6.1 81 4.6 1,021 4.4 33 5.1
$40,001–$50,000 656 2.7 650 3.1   1,103 3.6 199 1.4   8 6.0 49 1.9 91 4.4 86 4.9 831 3.6 22 3.4
$50,001–$60,000 531 2.2 611 2.9   995 3.2 145 1.1   8 6.2 53 2.0 115 5.5 58 3.3 727 3.1 23 3.6
$60,001–$70,000 600 2.5 696 3.3   1,090 3.5 200 1.4   7 5.4 48 1.9 133 6.4 88 5.0 773 3.3 28 4.3
$70,001 or more 1,147 4.8 1,631 7.8   2,504 8.1 260 1.9   17 13.1 77 3.0 410 19.8 178 10.1 1,716 7.3 73 11.3
Total 23,996 100.0 21,012 100.0   31,024 100.0 13,796 100.0   130 100.0 2,593 100.0 2,074 100.0 1,758 100.0 23,383 100.0 644 100.0

Undergraduate debt
Mean

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
No debt 17,528 73.1 15,261 72.6   20,461 65.9 12,187 88.7   74 56.9 1,978 76.3 1,154 55.7 1,041 59.5 15,506 66.2 408 63.2
$10,000 or less 1,813 7.6 1,580 7.5   2,709 8.7 669 4.9   10 7.7 165 6.4 215 10.4 200 11.4 2,013 8.6 62 9.6
$10,001–$20,000 1,848 7.7 1,639 7.8   3,152 10.2 320 2.3   13 10.0 207 8.0 199 9.6 165 9.4 2,467 10.5 64 9.9
$20,001–$30,000 1,200 5.0 1,113 5.3   2,107 6.8 199 1.4   19 14.6 123 4.7 171 8.3 129 7.4 1,591 6.8 46 7.1
$30,001–$40,000 630 2.6 557 2.7   1,038 3.3 146 1.1   8 6.2 44 1.7 115 5.6 77 4.4 750 3.2 29 4.5
$40,001–$50,000 394 1.6 346 1.6   644 2.1 94 0.7   D D 31 1.2 71 3.4 56 3.2 459 2.0 15 2.3
$50,001–$60,000 234 1.0 201 1.0   381 1.2 53 0.4   D D 17 0.7 63 3.0 32 1.8 255 1.1 8 1.2
$60,001–$70,000 183 0.8 163 0.8   301 1.0 41 0.3   D D 14 0.5 39 1.9 31 1.8 201 0.9 9 1.4

Two or more races

TABLE 36.  Education-related debt of doctorate recipients, by sex, citizenship, and race/ethnicity: 2009
Citizenshipb

U.S. citizen or 
permanent 
residentc

Temporary
visa holder

Race/ethnicity (U.S. citizens and permanent residents)
Sexa American Indian/

Male Female Alaska Native Asian Black Hispanicd White

$17,046 $20,755 $23,530 $8,095 $34,771 $13,294 $41,018 $29,471 $22,518 $27,854

$11,199 $14,773 $15,970 $5,901 $8,376

$5,931 $6,099 $7,680 $2,236 $10,077 $4,977 $12,032 $9,817 $7,403 $8,529

$29,156 $19,844 $15,227 $19,557



Debt level Two or more races

TABLE 36.  Education-related debt of doctorate recipients, by sex, citizenship, and race/ethnicity: 2009
Citizenshipb

U.S. citizen or 
permanent 
residentc

Temporary
visa holder

Race/ethnicity (U.S. citizens and permanent residents)
Sexa American Indian/

Male Female Alaska Native Asian Black Hispanicd White

$70,001 or more 145 0.6 148 0.7   255 0.8 36 0.3   D D 15 0.6 45 2.2 20 1.1 166 0.7 5 0.8
Total 23,975 100.0 21,008 100.0   31,048 100.0 13,745 100.0   130 100.0 2,594 100.0 2,072 100.0 1,751 100.0 23,408 100.0 646 100.0

D = suppressed to avoid disclosure of confidential information.

a Does not include doctorate recipients who did not report sex.
b Does not include doctorate recipients who did not report citizenship.
c Includes those of other/unknown race/ethnicity and Native Hawaiians or Other Pacific Islanders, not shown separately.
d Persons reporting Hispanic ethnicity, whether singly or in combination with one or more races, are included in the respondent-selected Hispanic ethnicity category. 

NOTES:  Mean calculations are based on all valid responses to the debt item. See appendix A for details on calculations of means.

SOURCE:  NSF/NIH/USED/USDA/NEH/NASA, 2009 Survey of Earned Doctorates.
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